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Overview

·Public Engagement ðWhat? Why?

·Common Challenges

·Differences and Similarities with Other 
Engagement Efforts

·Forms of Public Engagement

·What to Consider

·Discussion



Public Engagement

·Just a fancy word for communication?

ƁTelling them (informing, educating, persuading)

ƁAsking them (consultation, input, opinion)

ƁTalking with them (dialogue, shaping

·Engagement in what?

ƁScience, assessment, decisions

·How much, how deeply?

ƁKnowledge, affect, action

·Engagement how?

ƁForms of engagement



Public Engagement ðWhy?

·Governments canõt do it alone 
Achieving major policy outcomes, requires greater engagement 
and participation from citizens
·Political/civic engagement to shape policies

·Political support or consent to pass/change policies and legislation

·Behavioral implementation of policies

·Governments shouldnõt do it alone 
Strong moral and political arguments for protecting and 
enhancing personal responsibility
·Empowering residents rather than telling them what to do

·Enabling society to function with a less coercive state and judicial system

·Exercising responsibility strengthens individual character and moral capacity

·Greater personal responsibility ðin terms of restraint and support for others ð
enhances the quality of life of the community

·Cost savings in doing it together 
Can be more cost -effective than traditional service delivery 

ÅEnable public goods to be provided with a lower tax burden

ÅPreventing costs of litigation and costs involved in delay
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Engaging the Public on Adaptation:

How is it different?

·Mitigation

ƁPreventing or limiting 

the problem

ƁHuman causation 

more important

ƁInvisible causes

ƁLocal action important  

but insufficient to 

guarantee òsuccessó

See:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Eg_SEAnE-M

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Eg_SEAnE-M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Eg_SEAnE-M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Eg_SEAnE-M


Engaging the Public on Adaptation:

How is it the same?

·Mitigation & Adaptation

ƁLocal costs 

ƁNeed for assistance and 

collaboration from higher 

levels of government

ƁVery likely many co-benefits

ƁRequires public-private 

partnerships

ƁInvolvement & cooperation 

of private individuals and 

businesses



Engaging the Public on Adaptation:

Is it really different from CMRM?

·Management issues not new,  

just bigger

·Itõs hard anyway

·Some òsacred cowsó

·Demand that governments 

lead, be role model, do their 

part 

·Private interests should do 

their part, cooperate toward 

common good

·Same interest groups

·Same legal context (for 

now)

·Same programmatic 

options (for now)



Common Challenges in Engaging 

Communities on Adaptation

Sources: Binder (2009). Community Engagement presentation.  http://nerrs.noaa.gov/video/p5/index.html

Moser (2009). Engaging the Public on Adaptation. Western Coastal Managers Meeting 2009.  

ÅòNo oneõs askingó 

ÅòItõs undermining our mitigation effortsó

ÅòAfter Iõve retiredó

ÅòMy hands are tiedó

ÅòIõm not going out on a limb


